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Our Spiritual Responsibilities 


A Lecture given at Serenity Spiritualist Church 
August 1, 1971 through the Mediumship of 
Richard P. Goodwin . 


Most of us are aware that we are more than a mater- 
ial substance. That we are composed of atoms, electrons, 
molecules. That we are mental and thatweare spiritual. 
We are existing in three dimensions here and now at 
this very moment. And it is our duty and our responsi- 
bility to ourselves, to the Divine that is our only life, to 
become awakened and aware of these dimensions as a 
personal demonstration unto ourselves, not only of this 
eternal life but of our responsibility to it. 

We cannot sense responsibility unless we are aware of 
what we are responsible to. Therefore, the first step be- 
gins in awakening the faculties of our soulthat are with- 
in us at this moment. We find in this physical, material 
world that most of humanity is yet asleep in the cradle 
of creation, and by that I mean that they are not per- 
sonally aware as a personal demonstration to them- 
selves of these three dimensions in which they are exist- 
ing. 

It has been said that life is but a school, and inschools 
we learn lessons and, be rest assured my friends, lessons 
received in a particular dimension can only be fulfilled 
in that dimension. We know that dimensions fill the uni- 
verses, and that they are not necessarily places or things. 


to a mundane physical world this awareness gradually 
but surely has been dimmed. Because the child is so often 
ridiculed for the seeming fantasies that it seemsto be ex- 
periencing, this Divine light is clouded over. Therefore, 
it is our responsibility to re-educatethe mindto the truth 
that is within us. We areinseparably united through this 
Divine Love to all things at all times and in all places. 
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For the only thing that sustains us, known as Spirit or 
God, is everywhere present and never absent or away. 
We are, indeed, our brother’s keeper and weare, indeed, 
responsible for all creation to the degree that we are a- 
ware of that responsibility. 

In clarifying that last statement, I wish tosay that re- 
gardless of our thoughts, our acts and ourdeeds, we will 
not escape the purpose of our life. Itis and does behoove 
us to fulfill that purpose here and now, rather than to be 
drawn back to this earth realm to hover and to try to 
fulfill what we had merited but did not apply. 

It is a known truth in this movementthat many spirit 
people, those who had once lived in this physical clay, 
are magnetically drawn back to this earth realm to com- 
plete the work that they were given to do according to 
the laws of merit but did not do. 

There are many, many reasons for so-called earth- 
bound spirits. There are those who are attracted to this 
realm through their emotional attachments, and there 
are those who cannot escape this realm because: they 
have not fulfilled the purpose of why their soul was in- 
carnated upon it; and until such time as they do fulfill 
that purpose, they shall hover in these realms and, in 
time, gravitate to the higher ones. 

I have heard it said at times, that those who study 
spiritualism and have had some of its classwork and 
understanding will automatically gravitate to a so-called 
fifth (5th) sphere. I assure you, my good friends, if 
you studied seven days aweekfor athousand years and 
you did not apply the Divine laws, there would be no 
fifth sphere awaiting any of us. It is not what you put 
into the mind that is so important, it is what you do to 
change what is already there; and thatis not easily done 
for it takes effort, and itis so difficult for us to break the 
patterns that we have placed ourselves in. 

We are born; we are spirit and that spirit is whole, 
complete and perfect. But it does notshinewith its great- 
est illumination in a mind that is contradictory and filled 
with indecision. When we make the daily effort to be- 
come aware of ourselves, to go within and find out 
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what it is that sends us forth into so many difficul- 
ties and pitfalls. And when we balance our spiritual 
faculties with the functions of this sense body, then, 
my friends, and only then shall we be free, and shall 
we know the peace and the joy and the bliss that 
passeth all understanding. 

There is no set way to the so-called ultimate or the 
Divine, for creation by its very laws of duality guaran- 
tees the variety of form; therefore, there is no philoso- 
phy; there is no religion, and there is no set way that 
will work for everyone at any given time. It is true in 
evolution, and that is what this world is all about -- 
this world of form that, in time, we will all find the 
way; but there is no particular way foreveryone at any 
one time. There has been many words writtenand many 
words spoken concerning the world of spirit and con- 
cerning its various planes and spheres. I wish to state 
at this time that these planes and these spheres are not 
something outside of you; they are something within 
us; they are states of consciousness or awareness, and 
it is true that we at one time may have gravitated in 
our consciousness to the third, the fourth, or even the 
fifth sphere, and at other times were downin the second 
or third. That, my good friends, is wherever we are in 
thought and in motive. It is themotivethat is the germ, 
that is the seed that produces the treeand all the effects. 

A person may say, “I try to do good, and all that 
comes to me is seeming grief and disaster. Then I can 
only say to that friend, “You must go within and find 
from what level of consciousness that your motive has 
received its birth. Is your motive a seed from your 
faculties of being, your soul’s expression, or is your 
motive given birth in the functions and sense world of 
creation?” And I assure you, if you will look sincerely 
and honestly within you, you will find the cause of all 
things at all times; for nothing, my good friends, can 
ever happen to us that is not caused by us. There is no 
power outside of ourselves that gives us wealth or 
health, but it is the power that is within us; and 
therefore, it is our responsibility to awaken to that 
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great neutral Divine Love and so express it in our 
lives. 

Thank you. 

“I said at the opening of this little talk that on the 
first Sunday of each month we do open the floor to 
your questions and answers, and to the very best of my 
ability, I am always grateful whenever I can serve the 
spirit, and I will give to you whatever answers are 
given to me. So if you will be so kind as to just raise 
your hand if you have any questions of a spiritual 
nature, please feel free to speak them.” ‘‘Yes.”” 

The question is: ‘Do we all have guides and teachers 
though we may not be aware of them?” 

It is my understandi1 me over ge — ec oe 


wll just raise your hand. Remember, your ques- 
tions may seem not so important, you think, to others, 
but if it’s important enough to entertain your thought, 
then it is important to . WER 
question is: “In reference to the work entitled ‘A 
WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS’ by Franches- 
so, that if he had no place to go, then how is it that he 
found various spheres of heaven and hell.” Is that 
your question? In reference to the lecture this morning? 
Yes. 

Man experiences ever outside of himself whatever is 
inside of himself, according to ene teal that mel attracts 


experiencing of a so-called p: 
of heaven, or its opposite, the par rt 
would have to have gra ted in co 
particular dimension. Once having gravitated to the 
dimension within himself, he or she would experience 
its effect outside of | It is ever in harmony and 
in accord with the la t like attracts like and be- 
comes the law of attachment; and that is why it is a 
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known fact in spiritual communication, that there are 
a multitude of churches in the world of spirit where 
various denominations, philosophies and teachings 
are for those who have their need; that’s just as long 
as they will exist, and when the need for them is no 
longer present, they will disintegrate back to their 
source. Thank you. 

Yes, you wish to speak on the unfoldment processes. 
Yes, that’s a very good question, and I will be most 
happy to be the channel to speak on that whenever it 
is given to me because it is very important to all of us. 
And the statement and question was: ‘‘That there are 
seemingly students who do unfold and do not receive 
particular beneficial results.” Is this your statement? 
Of a spiritual nature? 

And the question therefore arises in the mind then, of 
course, is what benefit is spiritual unfoldment if working 
and striving to unfold these faculties, reaps us not a 
beneficial effect? Well, my good friends, we’re all on 
various rungs of the ladder of eternal progression. 
And there are not two flowers identical, even though, 
like these beautiful flowers, this morning they may be 
called chrysanthemums; I assure you that there are 
no two of them, and there areno two petals upon them, 
that are identical. Therefore, in this unfoldment process 
it is true, as the good book says, that many are called 
and few are chosen, because everyone that is called at 
any particular given time is not necessarily ready. 
- Consequently, they have not yet gravitated to a spirit- 
ual motive and purpose for unfoldment and, therefore, 
they would not receive a beneficial effect, butthey would 
receive from the level that they have gravitated to. 
This is the great danger of psychic unfoldment. If the 
psychic awareness or communication with these vari- 
ous dimensions - if it comes prior to the opening of 
the soul faculties --, then it is, indeed, seemingly most 
unbeneficial. Because the awakening and opening of 
the psychic sense exposes us to what is termed the 
astral world, the mental world, the mass thinking of 
the world, and those things, my good friends, are not 
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particularly pleasant. And this is why you will find 
that spiritualism never has, or does it recommend, these 
various crutches for unfoldment, such as Ouija boards, 
crystal balls and tarot cards. Any time an individual 
depends upon anything exterior to himself for spiritual 
unfoldment he is becoming a dependent cripple to the 
thing that he is depending upon. 

Remember that nature and creation is designed to be 
a tool to man and never his master. Therefore, in 
unfoldment do not rely upon anything outside of the 
Divine within you. For the Divine within you will im- 
press you and guide you to whatever you may or may 
not need for study and for application. It isn’t just the 
studying, my friends; that’s not the difficulty; it’s the 
application. We can read a thousand times a thousand 
books, and if we do not apply what they are speaking, 
then it is of no value and no use to us. In this day of 
electronics the electronic companies produce these so- 
called bioscopes and all these electronic gadgets for so- 
called meditation and awareness. When we depend 
upon devices we shall become ruled by devices, not 
only in this physical, material world but in the invis- 
ible worlds of spirit. So whatever you do or take with 
you this day, take with you the thought that you are 
whole, complete and perfect and strive, by going into 
the silence, to find that great perfection and neutrality. 
Thank you; our time is up. 


SERENITY SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION 
EXTENDS ITS SINCERE APPRECIATION 
TO ITS MANY FRIENDS 
WHO HAVE JOINED OUR GROWING 
FAMILY OF 
CHURCH AND CAMP BUILDERS 


EXTRACTS FROM 


The Spirits’ Book 


By Alan Kardec 
What proof have we of the existence of God? 

The axiom which you apply in all yourscientific 
researches, ‘There is no effect without a cause.’ 
Search out the cause of whatever is not the work 
of man, and reason will furnish the answer to 
your question.”’ 

To assure ourselves of the existence of God, we 
have only to look abroad on the works of crea- 
tion. The universe exists, therefore it has a cause. 
To doubt the existence of God is to doubt that 
every effect has a cause, and to assume that some- 
thing can have been made by nothing. 


What is to be inferred from the intuition of the ex- 
istence of God which may be said to be the com- 
mon property of the human mind? 

“That God exists; for whence could the human 
mind derive this intuition if it had no real basis? 
The inference to be drawn, from the fact of this 
intuition is a corollary of the axiom. ‘There is 
effect without a cause.’ ” 


May not our seemingly intuitive sense of the exist- 
ence of God be the result of education and of ac- 
quired ideas? 

“If such were the case, how should this intuitive 
sense be possessed by your savages?” 

If the intuition of the existence of a Supreme Be- 
ing were only the result of education it would not 
be universal, and would only exist, like all other 
acquired knowledge, in the minds of those who 
had received the special education to which it 
would be due. 
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Is the first cause of the formation of things to be 
found in the essential properties of matter? 

“Tf such were the case, what would be the cause 
of those properties? There must always be a first 
cause.” 

To attribute the first formation of things to the 
essential properties of matter, would be to take 
the effect for the cause, for those properties are 
themselves an effect, which must have a cause. 


What is to be thought of the opinion that attri- 
butes the first formation of things to a fortuitous 
combination of matter, in other words, to chance? 

*‘Another absurdity! Who that is possessed of 
common sense can regard chance as as intelligent 
agent? And, besides, what is chance? Nothing.“ 

The harmony which regulates the mechanism of 
the universe can only result from combinations 
adopted in view of predetermined ends, and thus, 
by its very nature, reveals the existence of an In- 
telligent Power. To attribute the first formation of 
things to chance is nonsense; for chance cannot 
produce the results of intelligence. If chance could 
be intelligent, it would cease to be chance. 


What proof have we that the first cause of all 
things is a Supreme Intelligence, superior to all 
other intelligences? 

‘You have a proverb which says, ‘The work- 
man is known by his work.’ Look around you, 
and, from the quality of the work, infer that of the 
workman.” 

We judge of the power of an intelligence by its 
works; as no human being could create that which 
is produced by nature, it is evident that the first 
cause must be an Intelligence superior to man. 

Whatever may be the prodigies accomplished 


- Continued on page 18 


ANSWERS TO 


Ever- Recurring Questions 
From the People 


By Andrew Jackson Davis 


The Sun’s Rays and the Earth 


XII. -- QUESTION: ‘Does the sun lose anything 
by parting with its heat and light? Does the earth 
gain anything by receiving them?’ 


ANSWER: According to observations, made in 
the clairvoyant state, the sun is very gradually 
diminishing in size; but so imperceptibly, that a 
million of years could hardly make the fact ap- 
preciable to our instruments of solar measure- 
ment. The cause is referable to the incessant forma- 
tion of cometary bodies in the sidereal gardens of 
space, and not to the impartation of heat, light, 
electricity, etc. 

The earth, on the contrary, is slowly enlarging 
and increasing in rarity. All solar and cosmical 
bodies follow the law of growth, perfection, and 
decay. The earth, however, is yet in its youth. Its 
greatest eras are to come. Snakes, spiders, wild 
beasts, thorns, and every unwholesome thing, 
will one day all die. 


The Earth a Magnetic Machine 


XIV. - QUESTION: “Have you ever made any 
new discoveries in regard to the subject of electric- 
ity, etc.?” 


ANSWER: The question respecting the genera- 
tion of the earth’s magnetic currents has not occu- 
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pied our attention for a long time. But the readers 
of Nature’s Divine Revelations, and of the Har- 
monia, vol. 1, will be pleased to learn that ‘‘proud 
Science”’ has at last approached the outlines of the 
Harmonial Philosophy on the subject of terrestrial 
magnetism. Professor Challis, of Cambridge, Eng- 
land, has put forth the theory that magnetic cur- 
rents are induced in the mass of the earth by its 
rotation. These currents are subject to modifica- 
tion by the earth’s movement of translation, and 
also by the want of perfect symmetry in form. 
These deviations from symmetry determine the 


direction of the magnetic streams which appear 
from experiment to enter the earth on the north 
side of the magnetic equator, and to issue from it 
on the south side. The earth is thus a vast mag- 


the planets act their part. That of Jupiter is likely 
to be predominant, on account of his large size 
and rapid rotatory motion; and the Professor 
says, it is not a little singular that the periodic 
time of Jupiter should coincide with the magnetic 
period discovered by General Sabine. This period 
has been shown in this country to be the same as 
that of the waxing and waning of the sun’s spots; 
and it may very well be that the three are pro- 
duced by the same cause. It is worthy of remark 
that our philosophy of the terrestrial generation of 
the magnetic currents was promulgated over 
twelve years ago. Why did nature reveal her se- 
crets in advance of inductive and speculative 
Science? 
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Declaration of Principles, NSAC 


WE AFFIRM THE MORAL RESPONSIBIL- 
ITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL, AND THAT 
HE MAKES HIS OWN HAPPINESS OR 
UNHAPPINESS AS HE OBEYS OR DIS- 
OBEYS NATURE’S PHYSICAL ANDSPIRIT- 
UAL LAWS. 


Man himself is responsible for the welfare of the 
world in which he lives; for its welfare or its mis- 
ery, for its happiness or unhappiness and if he is 
to obtain Heaven upon Earth, he must learn to 
make that heaven, for himself and for others. In- 
dividually, man is responsible for his own spirit- 
ual growth and welfare. Sins and wrong-doing 
must be outgrown and overcome. Virtue and love 
of good must take their place. Spiritual growth 
and advancement must be attained by aspiration 
and personal striving. Vicarious atonement has 
no place in the philosophy of Spiritualism. Each 
one must carry his own cross to Calvary’s 
Heights in the overcoming of wrong-doing and 
replacing them with the right. 
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NEW -- BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED 
Spiritualist Note Cards and Stationery 
with verse: 
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A witness of things that have come and gone. 


Never the jury or judge will I be, 
For I am the witness, the life and the tree.” 


ORDER FROM: SERENITY SENTINEL ASSN,., P.O. . 
BOX 137, FOREST KNOLLS, CALIFORNIA 94933 
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SPIRITUALISM: The Religion of Consolation 
Becoming A Spiritualist 
By H. Gordon Burroughs 


Knowledge, not belief, is the savior of the 
world. To know is to become; to become is 
to be conscious of truth through knowing, not 
through faith or belief. The Church in its early 
conception relied entirely upon belief and it does 
more or less to this day. ‘Believe that there is an 
after-life,’’ but no proof of that after-life is given. 
It also went so far as to deny the demonstration 
of the continuity of life after death, even though 
Jesus of Nazareth had proved resurrection. The 
Christian Church, and by Christian Church is 
meant all the orthodox organizations, has al- 
ways taught us to believe. The Catholic Church 
gave us much of mystery, mysticism, and occult 
lore, as did the great Episcopal Church filled with 
form, incantations, and prayer, which is all very 
beautiful and which has played its part in the cul- 
ture of the human race. But these churches have 
offered no proof whatsoever that that which they 
taught was true or could be proved. We are told 
to rely on faith, a ‘Hope so,” or “I believe that 
this is true.” 

The Church has told us to believe in God. All 
religions have interpreted God in many different 
ways and it has been hard indeed for the average 
individual to accept these interpretations. The hu- 
man soul in spite of religious teachings, true or 
false, recognizes something beyond itself which 
has been the means of its being here. 

Through the ages all sorts of things, animate 
and inanimate, have been worshipped as deities. 

15 


At one time the cow was a sacred animal; the ox, 
the serpent, the bull were worshipped as gods. 
The royal tiger was supposed to contain the soul 
of departed friends; and at one time the white ele- 
phant was worshipped as a god. Because of this 
subtle, indefinable power that man recognized but 
could not name, he created his own image of that 
inexpressible thing within himself. 

The Christian religion is filled with symbolism. 
The very forms we use in all our churches--the 
sacraments, the baptism, the cross, the candle, 
the incense--all are borrowed relics of past ages 
and were not a part of the Christ philosophy. Ask 
the average person the origin of the cross and 
what it means, and he will tell you that it repre- 
sents the instrument of torture upon which Jesus 
was crucified. But the cross has no significance 
whatsoever as far as the religion of Christ is con- 
cerned. 

Christ never formulated a religious system; he 
never created a church; he gave to the world a 
philosophy of love. Because of the very fact of 
his training and his knowledge he could not have 
said, ‘‘Thus shalt thou believe and no more,”’ be- 
cause he came to the world as a universal helper, 
a universal teacher, to give a special dispensation 
when the world needed one. Man, not God, has 
formulated all creeds; and God has everlastingly 
worked with man through man as He has ever 
manifested in all ages, and He will continue to do 
so in ages to come. This is the only possible way 
that Infinite Mind or Infinite Intelligence can 
reach people. 

Spiritualism is the religion of consolation. What 
do we mean by this term? By consolation is 
meant promise of continued life; Spiritualism 

Continued on page 20 
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MEDIUMSHIP EXPLAINED 


What Is Mediumship? 
By E. W. and M. H. Wallis 


MESMERISM A STEPPING-STONE 
‘TO SPIRITUALISM 


Mesmerism demonstrates that certain persons 
are naturally sensitive and susceptible to positive 
mental forces. Under the new name of hypnotism 
most of the claims that were made by the early 
mesmeric practitioners which were then derided as 
inscientific are now put forward and readily ac- 
exptad as true. Some difference of opinion exists 
as to whether all foes phenamann are due to ‘sug- 
gestion’ or whether there ul C 
or ‘human magnetism’ 
from the operator to his : 
not be the proper name to use, bu ensus 
of opinion seems to be growing more and more 
favourable to the theory that a vital, psychic 
force does exist and is utilized for the production 
of some, at least, of the phenomena which are as- 
sociated with the practice of mesmerism. 


When a sensitive is thrown into the sleep state 
by a mesmerist the ‘community of sensation’ al- 
ready referred to is frequently observed between 
them. The subject tastes, thinks, feels, and sees as 
does the operator, or as he determines. In certain 
states the subject is deaf to every other voice but 
that of the mesmerist. In other stages, in the deep 
magnetic trance, the subject becomes clairvoyant, 
travels in spirit, and reports what is transpiring 
at the time many miles away, or will see and de- 
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scribe the conditions of the internal organs of a 
person to whom he is athetically related by 
the operator--and ‘ gnosis is generally 
most accurate. In some cases doctors have been 
wrong and the mesmerized clairvoyant right. A 
remarkable fact is well worthy of notice here. 
Some mesmerized subjects have spontaneously 
seen and described persons long since dead, and 
entirely unknown to them in their normal condi- 
tion. They have insisted on the fact that such per- 
sons were alive, not dead. 


THE SPIRITS’ BOOK, Continued 
by human intelligence, that intelligence itself must 
have a cause; and the greater the results achieved 
by it, the greater must be the cause of which it is 
the effect. It is this Supreme Intelligence that is the 
first cause of all things, whatever the name by 

which mankind may alguaie it. 


Can man comprehend the essential nature of God? 
No; he lacks the sense required for comprehend- 
ing it.” 


Will man ever become able to comprehend the 
mystery of the Divinity? 

‘‘When his mind shall no longer be obscured by 
matter, and when, by his perfection, he shall have 
brought himself nearer to God, he will see and 
comprehend Him.” 

The inferiority of the human faculties renders it 
impossible for man to comprehend the essential 
nature of God. In the infancy of the race, man of- 
ten confounds the Creator with the creature, and 
attributes to the former the imperfections of the 
latter. But, in proportion as his moral sense be- 

; Turn to page 21 


A SERIES OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Designed to Confer Light upon Many 
Interesting Spiritual Topics 


A Catechism of Spiritual Philosophy 


By W. J. Colville 


PROPHECY, Continued from last issue 


Q. How can we make practical use of prophecy? 
A. In exact accordance with the wise old saying 
*'To be forewarned is to be forearmed.’ If you 
know that rain is coming though you cannot pre- 
vent its falling, you can prepare yourselves to 
meet it so as not to be inconvenienced by it. 


Q. Are there not some events so far inevitably 
alike in their nature and consequences that we can 
do nothing to alter their efforts? 

A. Unquestionably there are, but the actually in- 
evitable is only alluded to by prophets when giv- 

_ ing demonstrations of their power with the ultimate 
intent of preparing the minds of those whom they 
convince to receive useful teachings and warnings. 


Q. Are there prophets who can foresee the end 
of the world? 

A. No doubt there are, but in two senses widely 
different from popular misapprehension. The end 
of an age, period, or c can be foretold as 
readily as we can foretell any event in astronomy, 
and the ‘‘end”’ of the world in the higher meaning 
of the phrase signifies not the destruction of our 
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planet, but the object for which it exists, which ob- 
ject will yet be made clearly manifest. 


Q. What sort of life must one lead to be a re- 
liable prophet? 

A. Absolute freedom from all insincerity is es- 
sential at the outset, and it is also conducive to 
the further development of the prophetic gift to 
live much in retirement, at least at intervals, and 
be often ‘talone with nature.” 


Q. Do you consider prophecy the highest of 
spiritual gifts? ; 

A. Yes; on account of its being an expression of 
all-round spiritual insight, and also by reason of 
its wide applicability to general human edification. 


BECOMING A SPIRITUALIST Continued 


proves the promise that has been made. All the 
other systems mentioned have made promises 
which to some people have been a consolation 
and a help; but these promises have not been 
proved and no way of proving them has been of- 
fered. ‘‘Believe and you will inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven and have everlasting life,’’ but they did 
not show us that there was a heaven. With the 
gruesomeness of death everlastingly confronting 
people, the human family was submerged in a sea 
of doubt and needed a renewal of faith. 


cupid penetrates more 
ly into the nature of things, and he is able to 
self a juster and more rational idea of 
the Divine Being, although his idea of that Being 
must always be imperfect and incomplete. 

If we cannot comprehend the essential nature of 
God, can we have an idea of some of His per- 
fections? 

“Yes, of some of them. Man compr hends them 
better in proportion as he raises self above 
matter; he obtains glimpses of them through the 
exercise of his intelligence.”’ 


k that you sum i ever’ 
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God. In order to be above all things, God must 
undergo no vicissitudes, He must have none of the 
imperiections of which the imagination can con- 


God is eternal. If he had had a beginning, He 
must either have sprung from nothing, or have 
been created by some being ior to Himself. 
It is Pena —— Lind ug step, we arrive at the idea 
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